Vaginal laser Doppler flowmetry pre- and posthysterectomy.
The objective of this study was to demonstrate the applicability of laser doppler flowmetry to pre- and posthysterectomy vaginal blood flow assessment. We used laser Doppler flowmetry to measure pre-and postoperational vaginal blood flow in 8 premenopausal women undergoing benign hysterectomies; we also measured serum E2, FSH, FT and administered a brief sexual function questionnaire. We analyzed data using two tailed t-test for paired samples. We found no significant differences at the P <.05 level of significance for vaginal blood flow. Accompanying values of estradiol, FSH, and free testosterone remained unchanged as well. A brief sexual function assessment revealed improvement or stability of libido, arousal, orgasm, and partner relatedness. Laser doppler flowmetry is an objective, reproducible measure of vaginal blood flow and may be used to investigate posthysterectomy sexual function.